THIRTEENTH SUNDAY
in ORDINARY TIME
June 27, 2021
From a homily on the Gospels by Saint Gregory the Great, Pope
(Hom. 14, 3-6: PL 76, 1129-1130)

Christ the good shepherd
I am the good shepherd. I know my own—by which I mean, I love them—and my own
know me. In plain words: those who love me are willing to follow me, for anyone who does
not love the truth has not yet come to know it.
My dear brethren, you have heard the test we pastors have to undergo. Turn now to
consider how these words of our Lord imply a test for yourselves also. Ask yourselves
whether you belong to his flock, whether you know him, whether the light of his truth shines
in your minds. I assure you that it is not by faith that you will come to know him, but by love;
not by mere conviction, but by action. John the evangelist is my authority for this statement.
He tells us that anyone who claims to know God without keeping his commandments is a liar.
Consequently, the Lord immediately adds: As the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for my
sheep. Clearly he means that laying down his life for his sheep gives evidence of his knowledge of the Father and the Father’s
knowledge of him. In other words, by the love with which he dies for his sheep he shows how greatly he loves his Father.
Again he says: My sheep hear my voice, and I know them; they follow me, and I give them eternal life. Shortly before this he
had declared: If anyone enters the sheepfold through me he shall be saved; he shall go freely in and out and shall find good
pasture. He will enter into a life of faith; from faith he will go out to vision, from belief to contemplation, and will graze in the
good pastures of everlasting life.
So our Lord’s sheep will finally reach their grazing ground where all who follow him in simplicity of heart will feed on the green
pastures of eternity. These pastures are the spiritual joys of heaven. There the elect look upon the face of God with unclouded
vision and feast at the banquet of life for ever more.
Beloved brothers, let us set out for these pastures where we shall keep joyful festival with so many of our fellow citizens.
May the thought of their happiness urge us on! Let us stir up our hearts, rekindle our faith, and long eagerly for what heaven has
in store for us. To love thus is to be already on our way. No matter what obstacles we encounter, we must not allow them to turn
us aside from the joy of that heavenly feast. Anyone who is determined to reach his destination is not deterred by the roughness
of the road that leads to it. Nor must we allow the charm of success to seduce us, or we shall be like a foolish traveler who is so
distracted by the pleasant meadows through which he is passing that he forgets where he is going.
RESPONSORY
See John 10:14, 15; 1 Corinthians 5:7
The Good Shepherd who laid down his life for his sheep
has risen from the dead.
– For the sake of the flock he willingly suffered death, alleluia.

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed.
– For the sake of the flock he willingly suffered
death, alleluia.

Stewardship Reflection:
“…as a matter of equality your abundance at the present time should supply their want, so that their abundance may
supply your want, that there may be equality.” - 2 Corinthians 8:14
One of the tenants of living a grateful and generous lifestyle is giving without expecting anything in return. It is important
that we not only grow, nurture and share our gifts; but that we also teach our children and encourage others to do the
same. This is the communal aspect of our Catholic faith. We are the “Body of Christ”. We are called to be dependent on
each other and not live in isolation.

From the book On the Holy Spirit by Saint Basil the Great, Bishop
(Cap. 15, 35-36: SC 17 bis, 364-370)
The Spirit gives life

Our Lord made a covenant with us through baptism in order to give us eternal life. There is in
baptism an image both of death and of life, the water being the symbol of death, the Spirit giving
the pledge of life. The association of water and the Spirit is explained by the twofold purpose for
which baptism was instituted, namely, to destroy the sin in us so that it could never again give birth
to death, and to enable us to live by the Spirit and so win the reward of holiness. The water into
which the body enters as into a tomb symbolizes death; the Spirit instills into us his life-giving
power, awakening our souls from the death of sin to the life that they had in the beginning. This
then is what it means to be born again of water and the Spirit: we die in the water, and we come to
life again through the Spirit.
To signify this death and to enlighten the baptized by transmitting to them knowledge of God,
the great sacrament of baptism is administered by means of a triple immersion and the invocation of each of the three divine
Persons. Whatever grace there is in the water comes not from its own nature but from the presence of the Spirit, since baptism is
not a cleansing of the body, but a pledge made to God from a clear conscience.

As a preparation for our life after the resurrection, our Lord tells us in the gospel how we should live here and now. He
teaches us to be peaceable, long-suffering, undefiled by desire for pleasure, and detached from worldly wealth. In this way we
can achieve, by our own free choice, the kind of life that will be natural in the world to come.
Through the Holy Spirit we are restored to paradise, we ascend to the kingdom of heaven, and we are reinstated as adopted
sons. Thanks to the Spirit we obtain the right to call God our Father, we become sharers in the grace of Christ, we are called
children of light, blessing is showered upon us, both in this world and in the world to come. As we contemplate them even now,
like a reflection in a mirror, it is as though we already possessed the good things our faith tells us that we shall one day enjoy. If
this is the pledge, what will the perfection be? If these are the first fruits, what will the full harvest be?
RESPONSORY
As we rise up from the baptismal waters,
our sins are washed away,
– and the Holy Spirit comes down to us like a dove,
bringing the peace of God from heaven,
where the Church is prefigured by the ark of Noah, alleluia.

The blessed waters of the sacrament of baptism
free us for eternal life.
– And the Holy Spirit comes down to us like a dove,
bringing the peace of God from heaven,
where the Church is prefigured by the ark of Noah,

alleluia.

BIBLE STUDY CORNER

Bible Studies via virtual meetings:

1.
2.

Gospel according to Matthew – Tuesdays at 7:30 pm
Jesus, the Way, the Truth and the Life - Saturdays at
10:30am
Bible Timeline - Saturdays at 10:30 am
St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians –Saturdays at 10:00 am
Mary: A Biblical Walk with Mother Mary –
Saturdays at 10:00 am
Symbolon 1 – class begins on July 17

3.
4.
5.
6.

For info, call Chito 604-808-4129 or Beth 604-231-9190
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Reflections on 2 Corinthians 8:7, 9, 13-15
Jesus Christ is the example of detachment and generosity. Our
Lord, because he is God, was in need of nothing; but by
becoming man he voluntarily despoiled himself of the splendor
of his divinity and lived on earth as a poor man: from his birth
in poverty in Bethlehem to his death on the cross; sometimes he
did not even have the bare necessities of life. "If you do not
believe that poverty is enriching, picture your Lord and you
will doubt me no longer. For had he not become poor, you
could not have become rich. By a miracle which men cannot
understand, poverty has produced these riches--the knowledge
of God and godliness, liberation from sin, justification,
sanctification, the countless good things which he has bestowed
on us and will bestow on us in the future. All those things have
accrued to us through his poverty--through his taking our flesh
and becoming man and suffering what he suffered. And yet,
unlike us, he did not deserve punishment and suffering." (St
John Chrysostom “Homilies on 2 Cor.", 17).

Reflection
June 27, 2021
13th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Solomon Nguyễn

Reach Out Fearlessly

One piece of advice that comes from the Rule of St. Benedict which the monks who teach me at Seminary of Christ the King
follow, is: “Keep death daily before your eyes.” This has always been a tradition in Christian spirituality. Some take it so far as
to have a skull on their desk. While this may seem a little morbid there is a reason for it. When we come to the end of things
we realize what is really important. And this can either make us reach out to find something substantial or turn ourselves
inward and shrivel.
The Gospel today portrays the effects that facing death can have on a person. There are two stories in this Gospel: Jairus and
his daughter and the woman who has been hemorrhaging for twelve years. Both Jairus and the woman were desperate. They
are worried and are trying anything and everything that might help. The woman has been to all sorts of doctors that have only
made it worse and Jairus even begged at Jesus’ feet. The woman only reaches out to touch Jesus and is healed. This shows us
that when faced with death or danger we need to reach out to Jesus, He will save us. Now what happens when it seems that
Jesus does not save us or if He is slow? Jairus’ story tells us what happens. Before Jesus can get to Jairus’ house, his daughter
dies. The servants even tell Jairus to not bother Jesus anymore. But Jesus says “do not fear, only believe,” and walks past them
and goes right to the girl and raises her from the dead. So not only does Jesus help Jairus and his daughter but exceeds Jairus’
expectations. Beyond a healing Jesus brings her back. He saves her. And he can save us too if we reach out to him.
That’s what we need to hold on to and that’s why we need to “have death daily before our eyes.” Because looking at death
makes us reach out, specifically reach out to Jesus. Even when we think that He is not listening or not doing His job, we need
to hold unto the words He told Jairus today “do not fear, only believe.” Having death in our mind is not meant to be morbid or
macabre, but meant to remind us of the need to reach out to Jesus. It is not meant to be depressing but meant to push us
towards God. And it is not like that we have to be constantly thinking of death, but that we realize this world is not our end, but
our end is to be with God in Heaven.
“Do not fear, only believe.” Fear in this case is the opposite of belief. It stands in the way of our relationship with God. To
fear is to mistrust. That is why to really overcome the fear of death we need to believe that is we need to trust. Trust especially
that death is not the end and that Jesus has saved us from death by His resurrection. I read a book that told the stories of a
hospital chaplain. There was one day when as he was walking through the halls making his rounds, he heard screaming coming
from one room. He noticed all the nurses and staff walking past just ignoring it. When he asked one of the nurses what was
wrong, they told him that the woman screaming was under intense pain and that the pain killers were ineffective now. He went
in and as she was screaming all he could do was pray. And as he prayed she would occasionally scream out things like “Oh
God why? Or take me now!” And when she would scream that, the chaplain would say “Oh God help her! Help her offer it!”
And after an hour of this her screams turned into “God I give it to you!” Her trust that there was more to her pain and suffering
helped her to change the screams of pain, fear, and despair into trust and hope. And when she had a random moment of quiet
the chaplain gave her an anointing. She died later that day.
“Do not fear, only believe.” Easier said than done. Even harder alone. In the story I shared that woman could not get to that
point of trust and peace if it were not for the chaplain standing there next to her screaming along with her. I am sure we all
know someone who is going through a rough patch that seems dark. It may not be death but it may feel like a death. If we
could take the time to call or text that person to help them in that fear, imagine what that would do for them. And by helping
others we sometimes come to a deeper trust ourselves.
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Expression of Commitment

Archdiocese of Vancouver
June 2, 2021
Dear First Nations governments and all Indigenous communities, families and citizens,
In light of the heartbreaking disclosure of the remains of 215 children at the former Kamloops Indian Residential
School, I am writing to express my deep apology and profound condolences to the families and communities that have
been devastated by this horrific news. Each time new evidence of a tragedy is revealed, or another victim comes
forward, countless wounds are reopened, and I know that you experience renewed suffering.
I take this opportunity to reflect upon the apology I gave publicly before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in
2013, words to which I remain committed and accountable: “I wish to apologize sincerely and profoundly to the
survivors and their families, as well as to all those subsequently affected, for the anguish caused by the deplorable
conduct of those Catholics who perpetrated mistreatment of any kind in these residential schools.” The Church was
unquestionably wrong in implementing a government colonialist policy which resulted in devastation for children,
families and communities.
If words of apology for such unspeakable deeds are to bring life and healing, they must be accompanied by tangible
actions that foster the full disclosure of the truth. Truth comes before reconciliation. On behalf of the people of the
Archdiocese of Vancouver, I commit to the following first steps in support of the Nations, families and communities
impacted by the recent heartrending disclosure:
1.

We will be fully transparent with our archives and records regarding all residential schools, and strongly urge all
other Catholic and government organizations to do the same. Our records regarding the Kamloops Indian
Residential School (Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc) were provided to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and
will remain available for review.

2.

We will offer and support mental health support and counselling for family members and others whose loved
ones may be buried on the site of the former Kamloops Indian Residential School.

3.

We will offer to assist with technological and professional support to help the Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc and
other affected Nations in whatever way they choose to honour, retrieve and remember their deceased children.

4.

We commit to supporting the same process and resources to all Nations in whose territories Catholic-run
residential schools were forcibly located, and which fall within the historical boundaries of the Archdiocese of
Vancouver.

5.

We will renew our efforts to listen to Indigenous Peoples to hear from you how we can best walk with you along
the path of justice.

We recognize that there is so much work remains to be done, yet we hope that, if we persevere in these
commitments with humility, we can restore the trust among us that will bring healing.

Sincerely yours,

+J. Michael Miller, CSB
Archbishop of Vancouver
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Statement from Cardinal Thomas Collins, Archbishop of Toronto re Discovery of
Children’s Remains at former Kamloops Residential School
June 3, 2021
“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it.” (1 Cor 12:26)
In recent days, the country has been shocked, saddened and angered by the discovery of the remains of 215 children
in unmarked graves who attended a residential school in Kamloops, British Columbia. We pray for the children who
died in Kamloops and in residential schools throughout the country – they must not be forgotten. We must also
recognize the betrayal of trust by many Catholic leaders who were responsible for operating residential schools,
abandoning their obligation to care for young and innocent children.
We all seek the truth and this tragic discovery provides yet another opportunity for us to learn more about this dark
chapter in our history and the painful journey experienced by so many of our Indigenous brothers and sisters.
There is much more work to be done. Since the 1990’s, many of the Catholic entities responsible for the operation of
residential schools have apologized publicly for their actions and have journeyed together with victims on the path to
truth and reconciliation. This includes the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, the religious order that operated the
residential school in Kamloops, which over the weekend again apologized for its role in the residential school
system. Pope Benedict XVI also had the chance to meet with Indigenous leaders in 2009 to personally express his
sorrow and anguish.
These actions do not erase our history; they acknowledge our past, force us to face the consequences of our
behaviour and compel us to ensure that our sins are not repeated.
While the Archdiocese of Toronto did not operate residential schools, we join with the Indigenous peoples, the
Catholic community and Canadians from coast to coast to coast in a period of collective grief for those who are
physically, emotionally and spiritually wounded. This Sunday, I will offer Mass for those who died or were abused
at residential schools and for all those who deal with the intergenerational trauma caused by this system. We must
also continue to build on the tangible initiatives present throughout the country, like the Our Lady of Guadalupe
Circle, where bishops and priests, women religious, laity and Indigenous peoples are committed to walking together
on a path to reconciliation.
As I have stated previously when speaking of abuse in the Church, the real scandal is when evil festers in the
darkness. Once in the open, evil can be rooted out. That must happen. Then new life can begin. Let us journey
together to find light through the darkness once again.
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, pray for us.
Thomas Collins
Archbishop of Toronto
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PRAYER CORNER
O holy Apostles, Peter and Paul, intercede for us. Protect, O Lord, your people who trust in the patronage of your Apostles, Peter and Paul, and by their constant protection protect your people. Through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Blessed Redeemer, Saints Peter and Paul were leaders
and models in strengthening the faith of the infant
Church, and I ask them to pray for my faith to grow
strong. Saint Paul wrote in his second letter to Saint
Timothy, “I remind you to stir into flame the gift of
God that you have.” Wherever I am still a baby in my
relationship with You, weak and uncertain, I ask Saints
Peter and Paul to pray for me to grow into spiritual
maturity. Help me, O Lord, to increase in faith and
trust. Where Your presence is but a spark in me, fan it
into a flame that brightens other people’s lives. Saints
Peter and Paul, pray for me. Amen.
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POETRY CORNER

THIS WEEK
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday

St. Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr
St. Peter and Paul, Apostles
Canada Day

July 1 is celebrated as Canada’s birthday. Canadians
should seek to be witnesses to Christ in Canada and the
world, and to continue working influence those in
government to act from Christian principles and
attitudes.
Saturday

St. Thomas, Apostle

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK IN OUR PARISH
Elaine Winkler, Christine Bay, Bertha Romero,
Myrna Moffat, Peter Murtagh, Jaime Pestano.
(Please notify the parish office of any changes)

STAY CONNECTED/STAY INFORMED
www.facebook.com/stpaulrichmond
www.instagram.ca/stpaulrichmond
YOUTH MINISTRY
Info: Jiggy @ 778-874-8569

LIFE TEEN has gone virtual with weekly Zoom
nights! Contact Jiggy for the link.
Keep checking our social media for updates!
www.instagram.com/stpaulslifeteen
www.facebook.com/StPaulsLT

ST. PAUL YOUNG ADULTS
COMMUNITY (SPYAC)
Info: Katherine Angustia at spyacteam@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/groups/208926245900606/
www.instagram.com/spyacteam

SPIRIT PRE-TEEN MINISTRY
Info: ministries.spirit@gmail.com
www.spirityouthministry.wordpress.com
www.instagram.com/stpauls.spirit/
7

LIVESTREAM MASSES
SUNDAY: 10:00AM

https://stpaulparish.ca/livestream

INFANT BAPTISM COURSE

Classes for parents seeking baptism for their infants - please
call the Convent at 604-275-2844.

SCHOOL CONNECTION
This Tuesday, June 29th, will be the last
day of school for students. We would like
to wish all our students and their families
a safe, fun, relaxing summer! See you on
Sept. 7th!

PREP: Parish Religious Education Program
Online registration for the 2021/22 school year is
available now on the parish website. Register by July
31 to receive a discount.
If you have any questions, please contact Clay Imoo
(PREP Director) at clayimoo@shaw.ca.

PROJECT ADVANCE 2021
Our Way Forward
Our annual archdiocesan appeal is here once more.
There are many ways to give: complete the pledge form
you receive in the mail; come to the parish office to
make
your
donation;
give
online
at
http://rcav.org/giving/
ACCESS TO THE PARISH OFFICE
If you need something from the office such as Mass cards,
paperwork signed, parish registration, etc., please email us at
parish.stpaulr@rcav.org or call 604-277-3213. Office hours
are Monday to Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm.
Most requests can be accomplished remotely. The office
staff is available and willing to assist you but as per
COVID-19 protocol, we want to limit our
in-person
contact. A mask is mandatory when visiting the office.

KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS

Membership Drive: Now through June
30, join Knights of Columbus for
free online at http://bit.ly/KofC2021
and use promo code MCGIVNEY2020.

ST. PAUL PARISH - DONATIONS
Since the beginning of the pandemic, it has been possible to make your regular offertory gift online,
either by credit card or direct bank debit. Your parish relies on your regular offertory giving to both
sustain itself and grow.
By making your pre-authorized offertory gift, you are providing crucial support to carry your parish
during this difficult time.
To set up a pre-authorized gift to your parish, please click here
If you would like make a gift to any Second Collection, please click here
If you have questions regarding the process, or would like to
make changes to your gift, please contact the Archdiocese of
Vancouver Development Office at 604-683-0281 (ext. 50323).

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GET THE LATEST UPDATES
FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE RIGHT TO YOUR INBOX,
PLEASE SIGN UP HERE:
https://rcav.org/newsletters/subscribers/new
https://beholdvancouver.org/
https://thesearch.rcav.org/
https://weareproclaim.com/

Catholic Health
(CHABC)

Association

of

BC

Join us for this CHABC webinar on September
16 from 9-11am PDT. We are thrilled to be able
to offer these presentations with province-wide
availability
and
minimal
cost
for
attendance (max. $20). Attendance fees will be used to cover
an honorarium for the speakers and the webinar software
fee. Any surplus will be used to supplement parishes who apply
to offer the Spiritual Care Series training program.
More information will be sent out to all parishes and CHABC
members around mid-July and will also be posted at
www.chabc.bc.ca. Mark this in your calendars. You won’t
want to miss these amazing speakers!

500 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY
IN THE
PHILIPPINES CELEBRATION
CONTINUES......
Join us on Friday, July 9 from 6:00 pm 7:00 pm for the live stream of our Second
Quarterly Virtual Celebration “Salamat 2"
- titled Receiving the Gift. Watch how the Filipinos uniquely
received the gift of faith and continue to bring faith globally featuring Fr. Dennis Flores, pastor of St. Anthony's in Agassiz
and hosted by a young Filipino couple, Anton and Genifer
Brosas. Link will be provided closer to the date.

Year of the Family
On March 19, the church celebrates five
years since the publication of the
Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia
on the beauty and joy of love in the
family. Pope Francis announced that a
special year dedicated to the family will
launch on the same day, which will
conclude on June 26, 2022 on the occasion of the 10th
World Meeting of Families in Rome with the Holy Father.
“This special Year will be an opportunity to deepen further
the content of the document Amoris laetitia, through
proposals and pastoral tools. These will be made available to
ecclesial communities and families, to accompany them on
their journey.” Learn more and view resources at rcav.org/
year-of-the-family

48th ANNUAL OUR LADY OF
PEACE INSTITUTE IN
CATHOLIC TEACHING
JULY 12-16, 2021

For more information full course description, and to register,
please visit our website at https://bit.ly/3b7QIh1 or email:
Sr. Maria Benedicta, OSF srbenedicta@fmsolp.org or Phone
503-649-7127.
If you choose to join us via Livestream, please complete your
registration online and you will receive an email with details
on how to join the Institute virtually. While we are making
the livestream available for free, the Sisters appreciate your
donations to support them in their ongoing retreat house
ministry. We thank you for any donation you give!

Priestly Ordination of Deacon Raffaele Salvino
With praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God, the
Archdiocese of Vancouver joyfully announces
the
Ordination of Deacon Raffaele Salvino to the Priesthood
through the laying on of hands and the invocation of the
Holy Spirit by Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB.
Saturday, July 3 at 12 p.m. at the Holy Rosary Cathedral.
Watch the live stream at holyrosarycathedral.org.
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KID’S CORNER

https://thekidsbulletin.com/
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https://bit.ly/3jcHm8e

https://bit.ly/3gSZN0a

https://bit.ly/3hab5fH
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https://bit.ly/3detuGU

Type in your browser: formed.org/signup
Find your Parish:
St. Paul’s Richmond, 8251 St. Albans Road - press ENTER
Click NEXT
Type in your name

Type in your email address
Click SIGN UP
You’re in!
The next time you access Formed.org, choose SIGN IN
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